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Greetings and a Happy Belated New Year to all yasiress types! And while | am
on the topic of the New Year, | want you to knowttthe Kincardine and District
Chamber of Commerce is already on the ball, in maxgs than one, in that we are
in the early stages of planning a New Year's EVa f@ next year. So mark it on
your calendar — there will be no watching the datip from that comfy sofa next
year. And, if you have some ideas or would likedtunteer for this event, feel free
to give me a call at 385- 1451while there is siille — the countdown is on.

In other news, | was really thrilled to attend flam. 15 CHAT meeting — no it's not a morning cefééub, but the Municipality of
Kincardine’'sCulture, Heritage, Arts and Tourism Committee —and | thought the acronyms in the nuclear induseye odd! Stephen Murray,
economic development and tourism manager, invildémber of Commerce and Business Improvement Akg (epresentatives to attend the
meeting specifically to hear a “First Impressiong’esentation which, as its name implies, wagpartecard of how our community, at first blush,
was first perceived by a group of complete strasiger

The First Impressions Community Exchange, hostetth® Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affaj provides communities across
Ontario with fresh insights about their strengthd weaknesses through the eyes of first-time v&itGiven that communities of similar size are
matched with each other, Kincardine was paired Widilaceburg (a small municipality in Chatham-Kefot) the program, which consists of a
secret visit by volunteers from each municipal@iythe other’s turf to assess a range of factors fowerall appearance, services, attractions,
infrastructure, signage, community pride, etc. Baeim then presents their observations to thedomsimunity through a written report and verbal
presentation.

Travis Hooper, President of the Wallaceburg Charob€ommerce, made a presentation to the CHAT citteenon behalf of the
Wallaceburg team, and the observations were delyniery insightful and of use to anyone involveidhvthe business sector. But, instead of letting
the cat out of the bag prematurely, the Chamb&uashmerce is hosting a presentation of Wallacebufjist Impressions” at a business lunch to
be held at the Best Western Governor’s Inn on E@bWe had hoped a member of the Wallaceburg tead present their findings to our business
community, but this proved difficult given the dated winter driving conditions so Stephen Murrag kimdly agreed to step in. I'm sure everyone
will find this presentation informative, beneficahd encouraging so let's make it a date. Pledb&e&lly Lush to reserve tickets ($15) at 396-9333.
First Impressions — they are so very important!

And, the Chamber of Commerce, along with the Bi&s been invited to be part of the CHAT committetfategic planning process. This
is an extremely positive consultation opportundythe business community, and one which we area&eiiy whole-heartedly. Partnerships are
beneficial and we need to really link with as mgngups in as positive a manner as possible.

The Chamber is also interested in hosting somekgpeavenings, so if you would like to see a prieg@m on a specific topic or have
ideas for speakers again, please give me a calar@/bere to support you and your needs! See yihe &wards Gala on March 1. | just can’t wait
to recognize some deserving individuals, groupstarginesses. M.W




The Kincardine & District Chamber of Commerce arinua

It is that time of year again when the Kincardin®&trict Chamber of
Commerce is asking members of the public to hedmthecognize deserving
members of our community. These deserving membyerpeple who enrich
our overall quality of life in our community eith#éhrough their business or
personal commitments and contributions.

The recognition awards include:
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Anyone who wishes to submit a nomination(s) showuite a brief summary of
why they feel the person or business should redeaward and either mail it
to the Chamber of Commerce at, PO Box 115, Kinca,dDN N2Z 2Y6 or
email atkincardine.cofc@bmts.canNominees will be taken until Friday,
February 8, 2008. Please take the time to give recogniticsptoe deserving
individuals and businesses that enrich our communit

The Chamber will host the annual Community AchiegatrAwards on
Saturday, March®], 2008. It will be held at the Best Western Govesimn in
Kincardine. The gala event will begin at 6:30pmhagbcktails, followed by
dinner and the awards ceremony. Everyone is welc@imkets are $40.00 per
person.




Come Find out what others
think of our Community ...

Stephen Murray
Economical Development and Tourism Manager,
Municipality of Kincardine

Presents:

First Impressions Communit
Exchange

Wednesday, February 28, 2008
Best Western Governors Inn
Networking 11:30am
Lunch 12:00pm
Tickets $15.00

For more information and tickets please
call 519.396.9333




John Makela 519.396.2220 or makela.john@clarica.com

The Kincardine & District Chamber of

Commerce
Welcomes business owner Justine Catto!

A note from Justine....

Growing up, | had many crazy ideas about what
wanted to do when | was older. It wasn’t until 8tay my
first job at age fourteen at J.B’s Lingerie | reati what |
really wanted to do was work in the fashion retadlustry.
| thought it was a fun, rewarding and challengiolg. |

Several years later | moved to Toronto to study
Fashion Merchandising and Retail Management wigh th
hopes of becoming a buyer in a large retail company

Moving back to Kincardine after collegeas a big
decision. Opportunities for buyers in large retaisinesses
are somewhat limited in the local area. Having enke
desire to put what | learned eollege to good use led me
consider other related opportunities. Over the past
years | debated purchasing an existing businesgading
my own?

Somehow the pieces all fell into place. | began
working at Tropix in the summer of 2007, and then
purchased the store in December of that same lyesalize
I’'m one of the lucky few who have been presentetth tie
opportunity to work at their dream job. | hope that
customers enjoy Tropix as much as | love being'here

At Tropix we have two standup and two lay dow
beds in our salon, with a retail section in thenfr&Ve carr
swimsuits, cover-ups, sandals for men and ladielmar
tanning lotions, sunglasses, and soon a selectisnromel
clothing! For anyone needing a break from the coidfer
blues or needing to pre-tan for a trip away, welene to
help. You can reach us at 519-396-7861 or
Tropixtan@tnt21.com
Hope to see you soon! Justine Catto




