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Marie Wilson 
President 

 
            Now that was a party? Anyone who attended the March 1 annual Chamber of Commerce Community Achievement Awards will have to 
admit it was an upbeat, positive, glass is half full type of event that truly celebrated some of the achievements of our business 
community/community as a whole that otherwise, would never be recognized. And as someone who has known Gary Ballagh for a few years 
now as a really great, but fairly quiet, unassuming individual, I had to ask, “Who the hell is that guy at the microphone who is emceeing our 
event?” I knew Gary and his family entertained but the energy and humour he brought to our gala was absolutely ELECTRIC!! Way to go Gary, 
but those Viagara jokes!!!!!!! 
 On a more serious, get down to business note, you will be pleased to know that anyone visiting the Chamber of Commerce office need 
no longer fear cardiac arrest as one makes the painful journey from the bottom of those 399 steps to the room at the top – just kidding, but that’s 
what it seems like. Big thanks to Kelly Lush and Sue Bradley who did the bulk of the work and to B & W Appliances ltd. who donated two staff 
members plus equipment to move the heavy items downstairs. The photocopier will be professionally moved on March 26. We need to advertise 
our new location – perhaps with a come and go tea or an after hours. In addition some form of signage, which doesn’t clash with the heritage 
designation of this building or municipal bylaws needs to be pursued. Watch for more on this in the future. 
 One of the questions we often get from members of the business community is ‘Why should I belong to the Chamber of Commerce – 
What’s in it for me?’ 
 It’s a good question and one that isn’t easy to answer because the benefits aren’t always immediately tangible and measurable. Yes, 
we have a benefits program for small businesses and yes, we promote and sponsor several annual events including the Santa Claus parade, the 
annual Community Achievement Awards, Meet the Candidates (at election time) and various business breakfasts and luncheons featuring what 
we hope are speakers who provide relevant information to the business community. We also act as an information resource for new businesses 
coming into our community, we operate a useful website and we also provide information to tourists who find their way to our doorstep – 
obviously, we are going to be more accessible to the public now that we are on the main floor of the building instead of hidden away in the 
tower room at the top of Kincardine. 
 However, as a Chamber of Commerce, there is so much more that we can do and accomplish; however, it would be advantageous to 
base our programming on direct information from those who stand to benefit from our initiatives. Therefore, we want to hear from you. We are 
going to spend money on advertising. We are going to spend money on speakers and events. Tell us what kind of information would be useful to 
you. What kind of topics and speakers would you like to see offered at events in our communities? Do you have any ideas for the Chamber? We 
can provide the programming, but this is your organization so please feel free to make use of us. As corny as it may sound, “we really are here 
for you.” 
 And on a final note, I want you to know we are going to be part of a sub committee that will be formed between the BIA, the 
Kincardine and District Chamber of Commerce and members of the municipality’s Culture, Heritage, Arts and Tourism (CHAT) Committee to 
discuss common goals and how we can all be of benefit to each other. It’s just in the preliminary stages at the moment, but I am hoping to have 
some concrete information for you by the next newsletter. 
 In the interim, take a few minutes to send us an email or give Chamber Manager Kelly Lush a call at: 519-396-9333 or me at  519 - 
361-6414  Ext. 4065 at  work or 519-385-1451 on my cell. Let us know what YOU WANT! 
  
Cheers – the glass is always half full! 
 
Marie Wilson 
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The Kincardine & District Chamber of 

Commerce 
 

Is now located at: 
 

717 Queen Street 
1st Floor – Annex Building 

We are still located in the Annex building.  We 
have moved from the third floor to the first 

floor. Our door is located on the South side of 
the building. 

 
 

Black Horse Golf and Country 
Resort 

 

Fine Fettle 
 

MacDonald’s Restaurant 

                

Earth Hour Challenge �

Earth Hour uses the simple action of turning off the lights for one 
hour to deliver a powerful message about the need for action on 
global warming. Earth hour  represents 60 minutes that we as a 
community, country and world, focus our impact on the planet 
and take postive action towards change. 

People around the globe took notice last year when the city of 
Sydney, Australia powered down for an hour. They said 2.2 
million people and 2,100 businesses took part, reducing the city’s 
electricity usage by 10.2 per cent, or the equivalent of taking 
48,000 cars off the road for one hour. This simple act has 
captured the hearts and minds of people all over the world. As a 
result, at 8pm March 29, 2008 millions of people in some of the 
world’s major capital cities, including Copenhagen, Toronto, 
Chicago, Melbourne, Brisbane and Tel Aviv will unite and 
switch off for Earth Hour. 

This year, the Municipality of Kincardine has joined the Earth 
Hour Challenge. You too, can join in the challenge. For more 

information go to �����������	����
 . 
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The Ontario Chamber of Commerce (OCC) network is unlike any other business association in this province.  We represent 60-thousand 
businesses just like yours – of every size, from every sector of the economy and in every community in Ontario.  Our leaders are visible in large 
and small communities.  Our “branch offices” or local chambers of commerce and boards of trade, are meeting places and often the most 
respected organizations in their communities.  They are located in every political riding in the province.  And when we speak together with one 
voice on an issue affecting businesses across this province, people and politicians take notice. 
 
For the same reason you’ve joined the Kincardine & District Chamber of Commerce your chamber has joined the OCC, and by doing so, made 
you part of the Ontario chamber network.  We all want to be part of something bigger than ourselves.  And while we focus on the day to day 
operations of our organizations, we need someone else to take on those larger challenges that not only affect us but also our neighbours.  We all 
know there is strength and shared wisdom in numbers. 
 
The Ontario Chamber of Commerce network shapes opinion.  It enlivens old processes with new ideas.  It offers solutions.  And it’s respected 
for providing sound, well researched policy advice. 
 
This reputation for providing credible recommendations that will not just improve doing business in the province, but also serve to strengthen 
the economy, the foundation on which our social, health and educational infrastructure is based, enables the OCC to engage stakeholders in 
government, labour and academia.  Our credibility opens the door to key decision makers, whether in Ontario, Canada or abroad.  And 
ultimately, this respect enables us to give a voice to our members’ concerns and suggestions. 
 
Member priorities are identified through our grassroots policy process which sees local chambers of commerce and boards of trade bring 
forward recommendations at the Annual General Meeting and Convention of the OCC.  These are debated and discussed by the membership and 
those which are approved, form the policies of the Ontario Chamber of Commerce.  The OCC adds further substance to these policies through 
research and partnerships. 
 
The results of our work speak volumes.  Through collective efforts, we’ve managed to obtain substantive improvements for our members in 
taxation, red tape reduction, employment and training issues and border and transportation.   
 
As an example, beginning this spring Ontario businesses will have just one tax collector.  Through the consolidation of corporate income tax, 
provincial and federal corporate taxes will be collected and audited by the federal government.  The OCC has estimated that the reduction in 
paperwork and administration alone will save Ontario businesses almost 200 million dollars each year.  The OCC was credited by Federal 
Finance Minister Jim Flaherty and then Provincial Finance Minister Greg Sorbara with bringing forward this partnership agreement through our 
consistent lobbying.   
 

 
 
 
So too we can take credit for such things as a more efficient environmental 
assessment process for public transit projects, improved delivery of education and 
training through Employment Ontario, and a fairer Business Education Tax 
system which will, by the full implementation date of 2014, save Ontario 
businesses $540 million annually. 
 
Recommendations from the chamber network resonate with governments because 
they are well researched, sound solutions, and because ultimately governments 
want to do the right thing.  The chamber network provides the most diverse 
representative business association in the province that can be counted on for 
informed advice.  As a member of Kincardine & District Chamber of Commerce] 
you have a responsibility to ensure your chamber is aware of the issues you face 
in your day to day operations, and to help the chamber identify solutions.  Only 
when we are all engaged in this process can we truly harness the power of our 
network.  
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Office space for rent  
    
Downtown Kincardine 
Close to everything 
Historic Building 
Great Price 

  �   
 
Please call 519.396.9333 for 
more information. 
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The Kincardine & District Chamber of Commerce annual 
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