Chamber of
Commerce News

Congratulations have to be
extended to everyone who was
involved with the recent
workshop on affordable housing
that was held at the Best Western
Governor’s Inn on June 3. This
initiative, hosted by Bruce
County, the Municipality of
Kincardine, Saugeen Shores,
Canada Mortgage and Housing
Corporation and the Ministry of
Municipal Affairs and Housing
looked at a problem — a lack of
affordable housing for all in
Bruce County — and presented
this problem within the context
of affordable housing success
stories from Peel Region and on
a smaller scale, Woodstock.
Bottom line, when it comes to
affordable housing, according to
Bruce County planning is that
there are developers who are
willing to build townhouses and
apartments and varied types of
housing, more reflective of
different categories of incomes.
However, when they get beat up
at public meetings over zone
changes, it's very easy for them
to retreat and refocus on building
average single family dwellings,
which in Kincardine have
climbed in price from $177,951
in 2005 to $241,981 three years
later.

Many Kincardine
businesses will acknowledge that

the pool of employees who can
afford to work for what the
average businessperson can pay
is shrinking because of the cost
of housing. For instance,
according Susan Earl, Manager
of Housing Services for Bruce
County, housing should cost a
family no more than 30 per cent
of their income, yet a study done
by the county shows that 15 per
cent of Bruce County residents
paid more than half their income
to rent as early as 2000. If people
can't find an affordable place to
live in our community, they will
move elsewhere, and we as a
community lose out in the long
run.

Hopefully, this
workshop will have sown some
seeds and inspire a developer
comes forward with a plan for
affordable housing. And if that
were to happen, wouldn't it be
great if he/she could find an
advocate willing to lobby on
their behalf in a positive manner.
In the words of Woodstock
Mayor Michael Harding, we
need an SOB who can take
ownership of this issue and make
it happen? Is there anyone out
there...wanted one SOB.... In
conclusion, this was an awesome
workshop. Thanks to all and
special thanks to our own
Chamber of Commerce Director

Linda Bowers who was a
member of the planning
committee.

The Chamber hosted
an Energy Speakers Evening on
May 5 with speakers from Hydro
One, Bruce Power, OPG and the
NWMO. Droppin’ Science, a
group of three extremely talented
local young people offered some
balance to the program by
providing a very entertaining
musical interlude. As a
Chamber, we are really thrilled
to be able to provide such a
forum in which to exhibit some
of our local talent.

A big thank-you to
Brad Kirkconnel who hosted an
after hours for us in his newly
decorated room at the Bruce Bar
and Grill back in April. The
event was well attended and the
venue, with the soft candles and
tasty munchies, provided a
relaxing atmosphere for the end
of the work day.

The Chamber is also
working on putting a float in the
2008 Kincardine Old Boys &

Old Girls Calithumpian Parade
so if anyone has ideas or would
like to be included in this
initiative, please call Kelly at
519 — 396-9333.
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Crabby Joe’s Restaurant
McMain Communications
Reid’'s Heritage Homes

Business After Hours — Kincardine Home
Hardware June 26, 2008

Business After Hours — Steelback Brewery

August 2008

Kincardine & District Chamber of
Commerce Volunteering at
Reunion August 2008

Kincardine & District Chamber of
Commerce Open House
announced.

For more information call 519.396.9333




That time of year is fast approaching, the time of year when you ask why belong
to the Chamber of Commerce. What does being a member of the Chamber
mean? The Kincardine & District Chamber of commerce is a volunteer
organization that promotes the welfare of our community. We do this as a group
to allow us to reach more individuals than we could on our own. We help to
promote local business, assist in securing new industry and work together for the
common good of the community. Kincardine and area is thriving and our
businesses are a huge part of that. It is our primary role to promote the
development of trade and commerce in our area. We aim to improve the
economic, civic and social welfare of our district and encourage growth.

Each year the Chamber is involved in providing services to our local members
including professional development seminars and information sessions,
fundraising events, social networking events and membership promotion. Being a
member also includes the options of Group Insurance Plan benefits, Chamber of
Commerce preferred bank rates and service promotion.

Over the past year the Kincardine & District Chamber of Commerce has been
working hard to increase our awareness and become more visible in the area.
Currently, the board is in close connections with other organizations including the
BIA, EDC and CHAT committees and with the Municipality of Kincardine. We
have also successfully produced a number of community events including our
annual Santa Claus Parade, our annual Community Achievement Awards Gala,
and a number of information sessions that have dealt directly with our community
and our future.

We love to see our members be involved, to be informed and to benefit from our
joined efforts. As the month of July approaches, the Kincardine & District
Chamber of Commerce will be sending out membership renewals. As a new
service, the Chamber is going to offer a web page to each member that will be
posted on our website. This will allow members to have a web page dedicated to
their business. For a small fee, your business will have a link directly from our
website to a web page designed for your business. You can see a current
example on our website. Follow this link
http://www.kincardinechamber.com/memberlist.htm and click on the Kinfarm Tire.
For more information call 519.396.9333




Parking in downtown Kincardine continues to be
a concern. It is key for fellow business evs

and employees to use alternate parking spath, s

as the large public parking lots. This will free

the core parking spots and leave them available

for customers and tourists.

T he Access Committee is offering a program to helgrade commercial business
properties for better handicap access. For moggnmdtion on this program you can
contact the Municipal Office - Donna McDougall54t9.396.3468 or
clerk@kincardine.net

BGHPGT Training Board’s mission is to work with communjigrtners to
proactively advocate and pursue local solutionrsv&ercome training and employment
barriers to ensure the development of a skilledkimoce Skilled labour shortage is an
industry wide and Ontario wide problem. The Br@rey Huron Perth Georgian
Triangle Training Board organize events and adéigsithat promote the importance of
education, training and skills upgrading to yougrents, employers, employees,
unemployed workers and the general public. For nrdoemation contact

519. 881.2725.

Kincardine Old Boys and Girls Reunion is well onvigy. The Reunion begins on July
31st and runs until August’4This 5-day event is truly exciting this year jtasill be

filled with activities to celebrate not only theurgon, but also the centennial year of the
Kincardine Scottish Pipe Band. For more informagonto www. kincardinereunion.org.
See you there!




